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In the 1920s, a man named Sherashevsky came to the office of the Russian psychologist
Aleksandr Luria. Thus began a 30-year study of the uncommon memory of this man Luria
referred to simply as S. Luria’s fascinating description of this study is contained in a little
book entitled The Mind of & Mnemonist™. When S. came to Luria’s lab*, Luria initially studied
him by giving conventional tests such as memorizing lists of words, numbers, or nonsense
syllables®, He'd read the list once and then ask S. to repeat it. Much to Luria’s surprise, he
could’t come up with a test S, could not pass. Even when 70 words were read in a row, S.
could repeat them forward, backward, and in any other order. During the many years they
warked together, Luria never found a limit to S’s memory. In tests of his retention®, S.
demonstrated that he remembered lists he had previously seen even 15 years earlier!

How did he do it? S. described several factors that may have contributed to his great
memory. One was his unusual sensory response to stimuli— he retained a vivid image of
things he saw. When shown a table of 50 numbers, he claimed that it was easy to later read
off numbers in one row or along the diagonal because he simply had to call up a visual image
_of the entire table. Interestingly, when he occasionally made errors in recalling tables of
.numbers written on a chalkboard, they appeared to he “( 7 )" errors rather than memory
errors. For instance, if the handwriting was sloppy*, he would mistake a 3 for an 8 or a 4 for
a 9, It was as if he was seeing t}ae chalkboard and numbers all over again when he was
recalling the information.

Another interesting aspect of S’s sensory response to stimuli was a powerful form of
synesthesia®, Synesthesia is a phenomenon in which sensory stimuli evoke® sensations usually
associated with different stimuli. For example, when S. heard a sound, in addition to hearing
he would see splashes of colored light and perhaps have a certain taste in his mouth.

After learning that his memory was unusual, S. left his job as a reporier and became a

professional stage performer — a mnemonist. In order fo remember huge lists of numbers or

tables of words given by members of the audience trying to stump® him, he complemented his
(1)

lasting sensory responses fo stimuli and his synesthesia with memory “tricks.” To remember

a long list of items, he made use of the fact that each item evoked some sort of visual image.
As the list was read or written, S. imagined himself walking through his hometown; as each
item was given, he placed its evoked image along his walk — the image evoked by item 1 by
the mailbox, the image for item 2 by this bush, and so on. To later recall the items, he walked
the same route and picked up the items he had put down. Though we may not have the
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complex synesthetic sensations of S., this technigque of associating things with something we
" know well, su.ch as our geighborho_od,- is one we all can use, |

But not everything about S.’s memory was ito his advantage. While the complex
sensations evoked by s‘timuli helped him remember lists of numbers and words, they interfered
with his ability to integrate and remember more complex things. He had trouble recognizing
faces because each time a person’s e_xpression Ehanged, he would also “see” changing patterns
of light aﬁd shade, which would confuse things. He also wasn't very govod at following a story
read to him. Rather than ignoring the exact words and focusing on the important ideas, as
most of us would do, S. was overwhelmed by an explosion of sensory responses. Just imagine
how bewildering it would be to be bombarded* ‘bAj constant visu'ai images evoked by each
word, 1)ius sounds and i'mages evoked By the tone 6f voice of the perso-n reading the story. No
wonder S. had trouble! -

Another problem S. expérienced, which is hard for us to appreciate, was the inability to
forget. This became a particular problem when he was a professional mnemonist and gave
numercus performances in which he was asked o remember things written on a chalkboard.
He would look at the chalkboard and see things written there on many different occasions. He
tried various tricks to try and forget old information, such as mentally erasing the board, but
these didn't work. Only by the strength of his attention and by actively telling himself to let

information slip away could he { - ). It was as if the effort most of us use for

remembering and the ease with which we forget were reversed for S.

(Atkinson & Hilgard’s Introduction to Psychology (16th ed.} by S. Nolen-Hoeksema, B.

L. Predrickson, G. R. Loftus, and W. A. Wagenaar. Cengage Learning EMEA, 2009.)

(##) mnemonist EEME lak = laboratory syllable & retention #Ci&0
sloppy WAL synesthesia SUERE evoke ~ZMUHEIY
stump ~=8kEEd 2 bombard D7 TH

L (7 YREANSOICRDHEWREE —DETREN,

A, learning B. drawing C. speaking D. describing E. reading

2. What surprised Luria?

S s uncommon memory was mentioned in the book entitled The Mind a Muemonist.
S. passed all the tests that Luria gave to him.

S. could not pass the conventional tests given by Luria.

Luria was able to work with S. for many vears.

5o owp

5. was able to read as many as 70 words very fast,
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3. How did S. recall a table of numbers written on a chalkboard?

He described some factors that seemed to contribute to his memory.

He called up a visual image of the entire table and read off the numbers.
He arranged the numbers in a row or along the diagonal.

He tried to read the numbers quickly.

Y owp

He read numbers on the chalkboard over and over again before memorizing them.

4, THBODORAZFHHTLHOELTEDETLEOR2—DBURI N,
He associated the route he walked with those items he had put down on his way.
He associated items he tried to memorize with the visual images they evoked.

He associated items that he tried to memorize with members of audience.

o wp

He associated a visual image evoked by each item he tried to memorize with something

he knew well.

E. He associated the image of his walking through his hometown with that of his picking

up the items he had put down.

5. Which is true about 5.7
A. When he memorized complex things, he always tried to keep them from evoking the
complex sensations.
B. He was not good at recognizing faces because he could not follow the quick change of a
person’s expression.
C. 1t was difficult for S. to follow a story when someone read it to him.
D. He ignored the exact words and focused on the important ideas when he heard someone

read a book.

E. He could not help wondering how bewildering it would be to ask someone to read a

story to him.
6. ( 4 Y ANLSREFEZHEUERERNMLBLTEA RN,
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pisd
L A, flew B, few C. crew D. drew E, screw
2, A. layer B. liar C. retire D. buyer E. admire
3. A. honest B exhaust C. exhibit D, -alcoholic E. honor
4. A, angel B. angry C. agcieht D, ancestor E. another
5. A. exercise B, execution C, E)'('fgillct D. explode E. executive

HHEDA YOI AN ROBEUNLESRZ2—0ORBURETEA LI,

I. T haven't seen the film yet, so don’t ( } it for me by telling me what happens.
A. break B. throw C. spoit
D. bury E. disappoint
2. A 90 degree angle is called a ( ) angle,
A, straight B. right C. rigid D. quarter E. sguare
3. She regulates her life carefully, ( ) at least five-sixths of her free time to practicing
the piano.
A. devoting . B. mending C. donating D. spending E. paying
4. There’s nothing ( ) reading in this newspaper.
A. worthless B. worthy C. worth D. worth to E. worthily
5. ¥ our ship ( ) fewer passengers, thé crew would not have to share rooms,
A, has B. had C. had had
D, will have E. would have
6, The girl ( } but at the last moment ¥ rescued her.
A, drowned B. was drowned C, has been drowning
D, has drowned E. was drowning
7. Can you gi\-ze me ( ) on what to buy here?
A. some good advices B. some good advice C. a good advice
D. g;)od an advice E. good some advices
8. Heis a policeman ( ) many years’ experiel.lce.
A, of B. in C. for D. at E. from
9, Ms. Wilson wants to know where we will he staying ( } she needs to call us during
our {rip.
A nevertheless B, so that C. unless D, eventhough E, incase
10. “What is your stand on the issue of brain death? “I'm ( ) about it. I don’t have

encugh knowledge to make a judgment.”
A, favor B. opposite C. agreeable
D. neutral E. protesting
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BERLEFFT B 1 I~ 15 I OHIAND S SHMBEENENER BRI,

1. AZADEMRHZRFTNE D Lo CRDTHBONA- THETH,
Do vou know how the { 1 ) mosquito decides { 2 ) to bite?

2. BREFHDZEEHVETA. RPENOTT,

You

have nothing to ( 3 Y ( 4 ). Irs my fault.

3 MensoEse— NTRTEIM. TR T ERAEMEDTL LS.

“Can you carry these packages ( 5 ) ( 6 )P “I'm sure I can manage if I carry one
(7 )C 8 )am™ o '

4, MEHFHHOBEZRBo TELVOTEN, T, $#30 SUNTH 25 3 U Tdh.)

“I,d

like to have my picture (3 ) for a driver’s license.” “All right. Youll want one

thirty-millimeters long ( 10 ) twenty-five millimeters { 11 ), right?”
. TZ0&, &HUHLTOWTTR M0 2WERLT, HERLTETChENES

Aus ]

“Is it all right for me to get (. 12 ) ( 13 ) all these books?” “You can ( 14 ) them alt

away { 15 ) for those two over there.”

James

Kazu:

James

Kazu :
James |

Kazu :

James

Kazu :

James

Kazu @

James

Kazu :

- James

Kazu :

Jjames

Kazu :

ROSFEEFATUTOMVICER T,

: This assigﬁment that I got in Japanese class soun-ds really .tough.

-When’é it( 7 )2 7- 7

: I have to hand it in at the end of next m_ou-trh.

Oh, you've got a whole li}OI}th! Then wl-l-at are you worried about?

I'm worried about whether Pll be able to hand it in (‘ A ) time.

Well, I éuggest that you get started right ( &7 ),

: That’s true. I don't want to leave it ( T ) the last minute. What would you say I
should do to get information for it? 7
I'd say you've better (A" ) searching the Internet,

! The Internet? That's a good idea. {1}

The only drawback with that is that it’s sometimes hard to access a computer.

:But - (2) vl’ve got regular access to-a computer. What else would

you suggest?

Well, -3

: Yeah, T should get there before all the good books are gone.

I’d strongly recommend that you lock up information in journals.

¢ Journals? Ol, veah, I hadn't thought of that:... But {4)

Just ask one of the librarians to give you a hand.
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James ! But they don’t speak English and my Japanese isn’t quite good enough yet.

" Kazu: {5)

James ! Yeah, I know that practicing is the best way to improve my Japanese, buf. . . .

L C7 )~ F HYANZOREHEYLHE T ORI D BUEN TN TH AR
I, EEL, -DofEEEHM BTN L,

R A, away B. by C. from D, due E. off F. past G..to H. on

2. THIBD~EI AN S DI IS F ORI SR CENiEE TER B E W,
L, TEBRWTEOEIRANNTETHDTHhET,
A, I shouldn’t have said if. A

B. that’ll give me the most up-to-date research.

C. don’t be afraid of making mistakes.
D. that’s not a problem for me. |

E. you are the last person I want to ask.
F. what time are you available?

G. if [ were you, I'd get to the library.
H. T always feel so lost in the library.
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